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Hard Hearted Hannah:
Classics from Nowhere
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Hard Hearted Hannah: Classics from Nowhere
(Part 1 of 6)

Cartoon de Salvo

2010-09-06 & © Cartoon de Salvo

Published by Proboscis

Neil Haigh, Brian Logan & Alex Murdoch improvised over 100 of these
stories in front of live audiences, over 2008-09. Brian retold the tales &

Alex did the pictures info@cartoondesalvo.com

made with www.bookleteer.com from proboscis

http://bkltr.it/mUq56P
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Hard Hearted Hannah and Other Stories is created by
Cartoon de Salvo.

Co-commissioned by Farnham Maltings and the Lyric,
Hammersmith

Performers - Neil Haigh, Brian Logan and Alex Murdoch
Design - Rebecca Hurst
Musical Direction - Paul Kissaun

Production Management - Naomi Pirie

Cartoon de Salvo are of the few companies in the UK working
with whole story, rather than sketch-based improvisation

formats. Read more about the artistic process on their blogs
at www.theatrevoice.com and visit www.cartoondesalvo.com

The Salvo's are produced by Ed Collier, who can be contacted
on ed@cartoondesalvo.com

You leave in awe of the human imagination and feeling like
you’ve been to the best party in town. Magic

The Daily Telegraph, Top Ten Comedy Shows 2008

Like Tales of the Unexpected on Acid

Audience member, Icklesham, Kent
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entry - until he sees the fire of Zeus burning in her eyes, and
is compelled to admit her. She finds Crasssus lounging under
canvas. She asks him to end the attack on Carthage. He tells
her that the profits of this attack will improve both their
lives. She tells Crassus she loves him. Crassus doesn’t
understand this: how could any woman love him, a man
rejected by his own parents and raised by wolves? Crassus’s
career of evil has been founded on his own sense of rejection
and inhumanity. Now Volumnia’s love redeems him. He howls
like a wolf. He falls onto all-fours. He can be with Volumnia,
he says, love her even, and end the war - if only she will love
him as a wolf. They kiss - as wolves.

The war rages outside, and Bob and Terry’s troops begin to
overwhelm the invader. Cassius appears with a new wave of
centurions. Cassius lunges at the Carthaginian lieutenant,
Bob - and Bob runs him through with a sword. Cassius dies.
The Romans are vanquished. Beryl appears from hiding. She
never left Carthage; she wanted to live or die in the city,
near her brother and her lover. The three Carthaginians, with
their arms around one another, proclaim a new dawn for the
city. The sons - and daughters - of liberty are free.

Crassus and Volumnia have fled to Spain, and now scurry
across a wood - as wolves - towards a thick copse. There
they will hide, and forage for voles, and love, as wolves, for
years to come.

Caesar receives a pigeon from Carthage, surely bringing news
of victory. It addresses him, in Bob’s voice, telling Caesar
that his armies were defeated, that Carthage honours him
and sues for peace, but that it will never submit to imperial
aggression. Caesar, in a rage, bites the head of the pigeon,
and vows awful revenge. [Smugglin’ Man]
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Mud
Wales Millennium Centre, Cardiff, Sunday 6 April, 2008
Songs: No One Knows I’m Gone & Diamond Ring

Neil starts, as a Viking sailing towards England

Characters

Booboo, Viking leader

Olaf, his underling

Gudmund and Thor and Thor’s father, Vikings
Jack, an Iron Age spear-maker
Ingrid, his wife

Gorson, his friend

Morag, a spirit

Lord Castleton

Annabel, his wife

Percival and Quentin, his children
Samuel, his servant

Hector, former commander of Lord Castleton’s army

The chief of the Vikings stands menacingly on-deck of a
Viking longboat bound for Britain. He confers with his gruff
underling Olaf about the imminent conquest.

Jack sits in his mud hut. His wife Ingrid makes him Iron Age
tea. He is fed up spear-making; no one ever has any use for
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only Caesar’s word, then war will commence...

In Carthage, Hannibal calls his two lieutenants, Bob and
Terry. They know the Romans intend to attack. Hannibal is
struggling to raise the martial spirit among his countrymen,
some of whom (Bob and Terry report) quite fancy the idea of
regular baths and togas, a la Rome. Bob tells Hannibal that
some kind of inspiring narrative is required to rally the
populace. Bob and Terry are despatched to fortify the city
against an attack.

General Crassus kneels at the feet of the terrifying Caesar,
and receives his instructions to commence the assault on
Carthage. Caesar wishes the place razed to the ground.

Three Roman washerwomen knead their clothes in the Tiber.
One is Volumnia, doting concubine of Crassus. A remarkable
bird descends from the sky and morphs into Zeus - otherwise
known as Jupiter - the god. He stalks the awe-struck women,
then seizes Volumnia and flies off with her into the clouds.

Bob sits with his sister Beryl. He warns her of the imminent
Roman attack, and that she ought to pack her belongings and
flee the city. She is loathe to, as she is in love with Bob’s
comrade Terry. Terry comes in and bids her a fond farewell.
Who knows how long the war against Rome may last? He
leaves, and Beryl wonders if she will ever see him again. [I’'m
Through With Love]

Crassus and Cassius command the galley slaves to row, ever
faster, to Carthage. Crassus admires their rippling torsos. He
asks Cassius if the latter knows anything about the
mysterious disappearance from Rome of his concubine,
Volumnia - which has bothered him. He also asks Cassius
about the battle-plan in Carthage, which is ruthlessly simply.
Kill, burn, loot.

17 Hannibal addresses the people of Carthage. But his public
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ready to enjoy his rival’s ignominy. Bianca’s father arrives to,
come to find her. Tintorenzo pulls back the curtain, braced
for the Pope’s condemnation. But the painting revealed is
sensational. They are all stunned. The Pope, confronted by
true divinity for the first time in his life, has a heart attack
and dies. Tintorenzo offers Lucio a partnership - but Lucio is
now ready to stand alone. Tintorenzo embraces him.
Quintovecchio sneers from the sidelines. Bianca’s father
blesses the young artist, apologises for doubting him - then
condemns the rascal Quintovecchio for his gracelessness. The
rivals Tintorenzo and Qunitovecchio are left to remove the
Pope’s body - and Tintorenzo finds a purse containing 10,000
florins in his cloak. He takes the money, cursing his foe as he
leaves. [You Rascal You]
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Jack. They fetch 200 spears from Jack’s workshop and
distribute them to the locals.

Lord Castleton’s servant Samuel is among the dying. Lord
Castleton is left alone, with only his irritating children, still
after the curly shoes. The Viking chief Booboo breaks into
the throne room, and gloats from the window to his cheering
warriors that the castle is conquered.

Jack and Hector and Ingrid and the 200 locals approach the
throne room via a secret passage of which Hector has told
them. Morag appears to encourage them. They break into
the throne room, where Booboo laughs at these puny
interlopers. He defies Jack to use his spear on him. And he
guarantees that should Jack prevail, his warriors will return
home. After all, what British weapon could pierce Viking
chain-mail?! But this is Jack’s finest spear, the best he ever
forged - the one he made the day he left Ingrid, because it
was so depressing to think he’d never get the chance to use
it. Morag appears, and as a horrified Booboo recognises the
spirit, Jack runs him trough with the spear. Booboo dies in a
Technicolor swirl of spirits and Furies. The town is saved.

The Vikings row back to Sweden, discussing as they row the
story of Booboo’s late wife, who he slaughtered in cold blood
and who died with a curse against Booboo on her lips. What
was her name? Martha? Moira? No. Morag.



