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Ballet 
 “After a long training [1962-5], I danced for a while [1966] with 
the Royal Ballet. The Royal Opera House was an exceptionally 
privileged space, for a performer, but being in the corps-de-ballet 
felt more like being enlisted in the army than it felt like play. I 
became a writer, playing with words, you might say, then a 
performance artist. Perhaps a Kleinian past influenced my choice 
of careers, and contributes even now to my notions concerning 
the essence of performance. At the same time, the discipline of 
the ballet was important. Disciplined play is my ideal, for these 
contradictory terms are not necessarily in conflict.” 
(Anthony Howell, The Analysis of Performance, Routledge, 1999, 197) 

 
“I can remember a phrase I used to use – that the 
exercises might be so difficult that a ballet 
dancer would find them very hard to perform.” 
(Anthony Howell in Nick Kaye’s Art Into Theatre, Harwood Academic, 
Amsterdam, 1996, 132) 

 
Howard Tong recalls ballet dancers who attended Ting workshops 
but could not stand still. 
(Conversation: Howard Tong, London, October, 2008) 

 
Birth Ballet Chorale (Wednesday July 3

rd
 1974, Janz Studio, The 

Dairy presented by Softly, Loudly).  
 
See also: Vicki Chick, David Coxhead, Carlyle Reedy, Scape, 
Amikam Toren 
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See also: Archive, Bibliography, Introduction 
 
For writings by and about Bowman see - 
http://www.sexmutant.com/bowman.htm 
http://www.hamandenos.com/oompie-ka-doompie/jason.html 
http://www.variant.randomstate.org/pdfs/issue8/Jason_Bowman
.pdf 
http://www.showmethemonet.russellmartin.org.uk/jason.html 
http://www.a-
n.co.uk/artists_talking/artists_stories/images/111155 
 
And Ross – 
www. 
http://diffusion.org.uk/?tag=monica-ross 
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AH:  
This is pre-Ting really. There was Jane Clark and 
Robert Janz. We had three huge, striped sheets, 
American stripes. King-sized striped sheets which 
were on tees which you could carry around… the 
pregnant women had red umbrellas and were turning 
very, very slowly so they could be enclosed by 
these great, huge sails. You’d have all these 
sounds going on overlapping each other. 
 
JEB:  
So women would just turn up on the day and were 
given a set of instructions? 
 
AH: Yes.  
 
JEB:  
Where did you source the pregnant women from or 
was it all the women the men in the company had 
got pregnant? [Signe Lie Howell and Christina 
Toren were expecting] 
 
AH (laughs):  
I suppose it was Time Out. Time Out then was 
practically a Xerox. I think it was probably 
through Time Out… There’s a ballet for pregnant 
ladies. Come along. There was a lot of pregnant 
ladies in Camden. Having got pregnant on Primrose 
Hill! 
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Birth Ballet Chorale (Ballet for Pregnant Ladies) 
Photos: ©The Theatre of Mistakes, The Theatre of Mistakes Archive 
 

 
Interview with Anthony Howell and Jason E Bowman, London, Sept 2008: 
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Bonvin, Susan 
 

 
Susan Bonvin Device for Looking at Landscape Purdies farm, 1974 
©The Theatre of Mistakes, The Theatre of Mistakes Archive 
The installation was reviewed by John Welch. 

 
Artist, All Round Vision. Founder/editor of Wallpaper. Exhibited at 
the Art Room. Collaborates with husband Andrew Eden (see that 
entry for more information).   
 
See also: Bibliography, Purdies. 
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Amikam Toren’s Ballet for Cars at Purdies farm, 1974 
Photos: ©The Theatre of Mistakes, The Theatre of Mistakes Archive 
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Notes for Summer Pieces, 20

th
 June-20

th
 July 1975, The Theatre of Mistakes 

Archive 

 
Bowman, Jason E 
Jason E. Bowman trained as an artist, dropped out of being a 
cultural theorist, and tuned into being a curator and visual arts 
consultant. He rarely works or thinks alone. He was the co-curator 
for Scotland at the Venice Biennale in 2005 and is currently 
curating Anniversary - an act of memory for Monica Ross and 
developing the case for a retrospective of The Ting: The Theatre of 
Mistakes. He started 'making' art again in 2009. 
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Program and Instructions for Birth Ballet Chorale (Ballet for Pregnant 
Ladies) The Theatre of Mistakes Archive 

 
Ballet for Cars (1974) 
See also: Purdies, Amikam Toren 
 
Excerpt of review of Ballet for Cars, The Theatre of Mistakes Archive: 
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Blind 
Blindfolded performers occur in Three Act Piece and Two Journeys. 

 
Three Act Piece Photo: © The Theatre of Mistakes 
 

There was also an early Performance for the Blind but no-one 
recalls what this was… 

9
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 Not strictly confined to books, this bibliography attempts to 
provide the interested with a means of immersion in Ting: The 
Theatre of Mistakes. It contains references to:  scripts, reviews, 
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See also: Archive, Letters, Photographers 
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Documentation of Three Act Piece, The Theatre of Mistakes Archive  
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Amikam Toren’s Ballet for Cars at Purdies farm, 1974 
Photo: ©The Theatre of Mistakes, The Theatre of Mistakes Archive 
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