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Funerary Furniture

Large pottery beer jars are the most common finds in this cemetery. They
are often found in a row consisting of 3 to 6 jars, located behind the
blocking wall. Different types of pottery bowls are also often found in the
tombs.

Pottery jars inside the burial

Red bowls, made with a ledged rim, are the most common and are usually
found in the northern side of the burial in a group of 4 to 7 bowls. The finest
example is of 7 bowls found attached to each other with one vessel in the
middle surrounded by six on the exterior. This is a unique example found
only in Dangeil thus far.
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Excavations along the drainage ditch

The existence of ancient tombs in this area was generally known, because
Post-Meroitic graves of the 4™ and 5™ century AD previously had been
discovered and excavated in the northern part of this cemetery in el-
Fereikha. A Meroitic offering table was also found by the local inhabitants
in this area. Such offering tables were used by the ancients to offer libations
and food for the dead and are associated with tombs much like tombstones
are associated with modern graves.

Meroitic offering table from Faras (EA 1587)
(photograph © The British Museum)



144

3u1d S, £2Y24D 2U0IS

Statuette of a Kushite king from Tabo (SNM 24705)
Note the archer’s ring on the right thumb.
(photograph Rocco Ricci © The British Museum)

Archaeological excavations in the cemetery at Dangeil are ongoing with the
goal of identifying the size of the cemetery and gaining a better idea about
the population of the area during the Meroitic period. Further scientific
study and analyses will provide additional insights into the health, food,
activities and lifestyle of the Dangeil inhabitants two thousand years ago.
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During the latter phase of the Kushite kingdom (3" century BC — 4™ century
AD), often referred to as the Meroitic period, the empire’s focus shifted
southwards and the city of Meroe (Begrawiya) gained in importance. The
royal burial ground was moved there and it may have become the primary
royal residence. Meroitic culture displayed a rich combination of Egyptian,
Greco-Roman and indigenous African traits and during this phase, the local
lion god Apedemak emerged as one of the most important of the Kushite
gods. Temples to Apedemak were built at Musawwarat es-Sufra, Naga,
Meroe, and in other places in the Butana.

The ram-headed god Amun (SNM 1844)
(photograph Rocco Ricci © Sudan National Museum)
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Faience box with udjat eyes

Discoveries in ancient tombs can provide a clear indication about the nature
of work and activities practiced by the deceased during his life. One
example of such a burial includes an archer found in the Dangeil cemetery.
Archers served as hunters and warriors using the bow and arrow as their
primary weapon. The archer at Dangeil was identified by the presence of a
stone thumb ring or archers’ loose, found insitu on his thumb and by iron
arrowheads situated in front of his body. Thumb rings are well-known
objects associated with archery, being used to draw back the bowstring.
Representations of Meroitic kings and queens wearing thumb rings are
numerous among the inscriptions on the walls of temples and in the funerary
chapels of the pyramids as well as in Meroitic art.
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Left: Post-Meroitic bed leg from Gabati, late 5 century AD (SNM 27868)
(photograph Rocco Ricci © The British Museum)
Right: Modern bed leg, Dangeil

Modern wooden bed, Dangeil
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Beads and items of personal adornment are also common. The most popular
are cylindrical beads made of faience and rounded glass beads. They are
often found around the hands or neck of the deceased and sometimes around
the pelvic area. The wearing of beads for personal decoration is a long-
standing tradition in Sudan that is still practiced among some tribes in
different parts of the country.

Beads of faience and glass

Bottles, scarabs and amulets made of faience, ostrich eggshell, as well as of
glass, are among the finds recovered so far. These objects are imported and
indicative of large scale trade between the people in Dangeil, central Africa
and the Mediterranean world.
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engaging. Moreover people were buried according to specific cultural
traditions with objects that speak of their lives, communities and families.

The excavation of the cemetery site at Dangeil is providing an opportunity
for students of archaeology from Sudanese universities as well as for foreign
students to receive training in archaeological fieldwork. To date, 22
Sudanese, one Canadian and five French students have been trained in
excavation techniques, site documentation and object registration during
previous field seasons.

Sudanese and foreign students excavating in Dangeil’s cemetery WTC
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Copper-alloy bowls before conservation
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Copper-alloy bowl after conservation

Graffito, close-up

Graffito shown in circle

Copper-alloy bowl after conservation with a graffito, newly revealed
(photographs © The British Museum)
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The Meroitic Cemetery at Dangeil

The size of the cemetery has not yet been determined, however, we believe
that the ancient tombs are scattered over a vast area along the road to el-
Fereikha and over the area to the south of the modern cemetery. The
technique we used to identify the tomb shafts involved the initial removal of
about 10cm of the ground surface. Beneath this layer, outlines of a whitish
coloured fill normally marked the shafts of the tombs. The shafts are
triangular in shape, oriented east-west with a rounded edge in the eastern
side. Trenches along the drainage channel beside the Strahat Wad el-Toum
(Rest House) and along the southern edge of the modern cemetery have
been cleaned in order to identify ancient tombs. As a result a total of 52
tombs have been identified and excavated thus far during this ongoing
excavation and rescue project.

Surface clearance to identify tomb shaft
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Examples of stamped and painted pottery
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Excavated tombs at Dangeil, WTC

Partially intact red brick blocking wall
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